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To assist in the prevention of future pollution 
roblems by ensuring the safe and proper use 
and handling of pesticides, fertilizers and other 
agricultural chemicals, new legislation has been 
developed by a three-man committee drawn from 
the Alberta Departments of Agriculture, Health 
and Lands and Forests. The new regulations, 
which went into effect on April 1, authorize the 
Department of Agriculture to administer and 
enforce the standards set by all three departments, 
providing a joint approach to the management 
of agricultural chemicals and the control of 
their use. 


Under the new legislation, all commercial 
pesticide applicators must hold a valid license in 
one or more of the seven categories specified. 
These are: applicators making general use of 
pesticides in agricultural and rural areas; those 
employed by the government or other public 
agency; those applying seed treatment com- 
pounds; those using pesticides to control vege- 
tation on land or in water; those using aircraft; 
those hired to apply pesticides for general pur- 
poses in cities, towns, villages, parks and rec- 
reation areas; and those using pesticides in urban 
and non-agricultural areas for landscaping or 
gardening purposes. 

To qualify for a license, the applicant must 
meet established standards of knowledge and 
conditions of training and experience. He must 
have had a complete physical examination and 
be covered for public liability and property 
damage by insurance or bond. 

All applicators are required to maintain 
records on each operation involving the use or 
application of pesticides. As well as being avail- 
able at all times to qualified inspectors, the 
records must be summarized and forwarded to 
the Department of Agriculture when license 
renewal is applied for. 


The regulations also provide control for the 
use and handling of pesticides by any agency, 
covering packaging, labelling, registration, efficacy 
and safety. Storage, transportation, handling, 
application and disposal all come under the 
regulations as well. 


Each municipality is responsible for appoint- 
ing inspectors as may be needed who, with the 
assistance of provincially-appointed inspectors, 
ensure the regulations are kept. Should any 
inspector consider the use of a pesticide or 
method of application dangerous, he has the 
authority to suspend or terminate the operation. 
The applicator so charged has the right of appeal 
to the provincial Agricultural Chemicals Advisory 
Committee. Oo 





“Within Our Borders” is a publication designed to 
acquaint the people of the Province with the admini- 
stration of the Alberta Government. 


There are no restrictions in the republishing of 
any material but a credit line would be appreciated. 


Notice of change of address should be accom- 
panied by the mailing address on the front of this 
issue. No charge is made for “Within Our Borders” 
and new readers are invited to forward their name 
and address to “Within Our Borders,” Room 1618 
Centennial Building, Edmonton. 
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This mobile demonstration unit is part of a joint advertising program to promote the advantages 
of serving pork and pork products, sponsored by the Alberta Department of Agriculture and 
the Alberta Hog Producers Marketing Board. The unit is manned by provincial home economists 
and agrologists and is equipped with two barbecues. It is visiting shopping centres in Calgary 
and Edmonton, demonstrating the preparation of pork and providing samples of the finished 
product. The government is also providing assistance in the marketing of pork through the 
emphasis of pork recipes and meals on its radio and TV programs. 





Regional recreation boards 


established in many areas 


To an increasing extent, municipal authorities 
within particular areas of Alberta are joining 
together to provide more complete recreation 
services, 


Since April 1968, when new regulations out- 
lining Department of Youth financial assistance 
available to regional recreation boards came into 
effect, 32 regional recreation administrators have 
been established. Three regions “pioneered” this 
new concept. Drumheller Valley area was estab- 
lished in 1957, Camrose county in 1963, and 
the Crowsnest Pass area in 1966. Forty other 
areas are now working toward regionalization. 


Regional recreation development is based on 
the principle that by urban and rural muni- 
cipalities within an area pooling their recreation 
resources — finances, personnel, facilities, and 
other — better recreation service can be provided 
to the total population. The area on which a 
regional recreation administration is based is 
usually a county, municipal district or improve- 
ment district, or a portion of one of these units. 


While there is a central administration, ser- 
vices are decentralized. In fact, the expanded 
economic base makes it possible for small com- 
munities and remote areas to share in the total 
regional recreation program, and have oppor- 
tunities made available to them that would other- 
wise not be possible. Rural areas, sometimes not 
organized recreationally, become part and parcel 
of the regional co-operative structure with the 
towns and villages. Although major facilities are 
logically located in the major population centres, 
facility development consideration is given to all 
parts of the region. The key to success is _leader- 
ship and systems. 


Regional recreation boards, which include 
representation from municipalities which have 
agreed to participate in the regional admini- 
stration, determine their own financing and pro- 
gramming. Annual Department of Youth financial 
assistance, administered by the Recreation Branch, 
is available to the extent of $1 per capita per 
year up to a population served of 20,000, and 
20 cents per capita over that level. This financial 
assistance, with consideration given to expendi- 
ture for leadership, facility rental and mainten- 
ance, and leadership development projects, is 
available on a reimbursing basis, proportionate 
to the amount the local recreation administration 
has expended for Recreation services. 


Financial assistance is available on the same 
basis to all municipal recreation boards not in- 
volved in a regional administration. In the pro- 
vince as a whole there are now 206 functioning 
recreation boards, including the 32 regional 
boards. The regional administrations include three 
Indian reserves with full-time local recreation 
directors. More than 50 Alberta communities 
are now hiring professional recreational personnel. 


In addition to financial assistance, other forms 
of assistance are also available, on request, from 
the Recreation Branch. These include consultant 
services through the seven area recreation con- 
sultants, assistance and guidance for special 
interest groups, handicapped, outdoor education, 
athletics, area and facility planning, provincial 
or local services, library loan service, special 
courses, workshops, clinics, seminars, and a film 
borrowing service from a stock of 300 films, some 
of which are now booked into 1972. The Branch 
also ‘assists in establishing recreation admini- 
stration for methods, budget, procedures, and 
personnel policies, . Oo 
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Province's financial aid to 
education changed 


New regulations, administered by the Depart- 
ment of Education, are in effect this year cover- 
ing school financing in Alberta. 

In the regulations covering the School Found- 
ation Program Fund, which forms the base for 
financing of elementary and secondary education 
in the province, classroom unit grants and sup- 
port staff grants replace the previous per-pupil 
and per teacher allowances. A limit has been 
placed on supplementary requisitions by school 
boards from municipalities. The new regulations 
are based on three-year budgeting, 1970, 1971 
and 1972, and all bases for calculations will 
remain fixed for the three-year period. 

The classroom unit grant for the base year 
1970 has been set at $10,150. This amount is 
arrived at by considering the average provincial 
salary of a teacher with a minimum of three 
years of teacher education and by adding the 
average provincial cost per classroom unit for 
plant operation and maintenance. 

The number of classroom units to which a 
school board is entitled is determined in this way: 
elementary level, number of pupils enrolled 
divided by 26; junior high level, number of pupils 
enrolled divided by 26 and multiplied by a factor 
of 1.2; senior high level, number of pupils enrolled 
divided by 26 and multiplied by a weighting 
factor of 1.8. The amount of money a school 
board receives from classroom unit grants is 
therefore calculated by multiplying the number 
of classroom units by $10,150. 

Grants will also be provided for support staff, 
who include such personnel as supervisory and 
guidance workers, librarians, instructional ma- 
terials specialists and full-time principals of 
schools. The amount provided for each support 
staff position is arrived at by considering the 
average salary for a teacher with one degree 
and one year of graduate study. For the base 
year 1970, this amount is $10,200. 

Under the new regulations, a school board 
is paid an allowance to a maximum of seven 
support staff for each 1,000 pupils at the ele- 
mentary level, seven for each 1,000 at the junior 
high level, and eight for each 1,000 at the senior 
high level, even though it may employ more or 
g less of such staff. The number of allowable 
7 support staff is then multiplied by $10,200 to 

arrive al the amount of money allocated to boards 
under the support staff grants. 

School boards with less than two support 
staff personnel are allowed to base the amount of 
grants they will receive in this category on a pro- 
rata or per-pupil basis. For smaller school systems, 
this will mean assistance of $71 per pupil up to 
a maximum of $15,300. 


Regulations covering Foundation Program 
grants for transportation, administration, debt 
charges and capital expenditures have not been 
changed. 

During the 1970-71 fiscal year, the province 
will contribute some $190,000,000 to the Founda- 
tion Program Fund, compared to $150,000.000 
: last year. 5 

While $10,150 per classroom unit and $10,200 
: per allowable support staff will remain as the 
fixed base figures during the three-year budget 
period, an escalation factor allows an increase 
of up to six per cent in 1971 over 1970 figures. 
For 1972, an increase of six per cent over 1971 
figures will be allowed. 
_ A further major contribution to the Founda- 
tion Program Fund is made by local muni- 
cipalities, calculated on their equalized assess- 
ment figures, This year the basis of calculation 
set by the provincial government, has been in- 


creased from 28 to 30 mills. This contribution 
will amount to about $94,800,000 in 1970-71, 
compared with $84,400,000 in 1969-70. Of the 
$10,400,000 increase here, an extra $6,300,000 
is created by adding two mills, and the remaining 
$4,100,000 is due to natural growth in assessment. 

Foundation Program Fund total will therefore 
amount to approximately $284,800,090 this year, 
an increase of $50,400,000 over 1969-70. 

Provincial government spending under School 
Grants Regulations (net a part of the Foundation 
Program) is also increased this year, from $6 
million to $8 million. The flat grant for special 
classes is being increased from $3,500 to $4,000. 
Grants are also paid for intern teachers and 
vocational classes. Grants to private schools have 
been increased from $100 per pupil to $150. 

The new regulations permit a choice of cal- 
culation methods for requisitions which school 
boards make to local collecting authorities (for 
school financing beyond the amount covered in 
the Foundation Program). 

Regulations Limiting Requisitions from Muni- 
cipalities provide for establishment of a standard 
supplementary requisition, based on the 1969 
requisition and reduced by $45 per pupil enrolled 
at September 30, 1969. A flexibility factor permits 


boards to increase the standard supplementary 
requisition from this base line by $28 per pupil. 
The $28 is a limit for all three budget years, not 
$28 for each year. 

The other alternative a school board has, is 
to elect to use a standard supplementary requisi- 
tion rate for the three budget years, instead of 
a fixed amount. This provides an opportunity 
to take advantage of increased assessment without 
a resultant increase in the requisition rate, The 
rate is calculated by dividing the school system’s 
1969 equalized assessment into the standard 
supplementary requisition and arriving at a rate 
expressed in mills. 

Two other flexibility provisions apply to 
special circumstances. On the request of a school 
board, the Department of Education is em- 
powered to make adjustments if the school divi- 
sion did not budget adequately in 1969 or in 
previous years. For example, if a division had 
a deficit in 1969 or an accumulated deficit, the 
standard supplementary requisition could be 
raised. As well, the department may, on request, 
make adjustments so that public and separate 
school systems with the same boundaries can 
establish uniform mill rates. 

If a school board wants to exceed the amount 
of the standard supplementary requisition during 
the three-year period, it must submit this excess 
amount to its electors for approval by plebiscite. 
If a board secures a majority in support of the 
excess amount, it then may submit its requisition, 
thus augmented, to its collecting authorities. 

The new regulations were first announced 
by the Department of Education in February, 
and, with minor modifications, were given final 
Executive Council approval in May. 





Assistance tor farmers 
converting to forage crops 


To promote farm adjustment and encourage 
the livestock industry in the province, the Alberta 
Department of Agriculture is now supplying 
financial support to farmers converting from 
cereal to forage crop production. The Depart- 
ment pays half the cost of forage seed mixtures 
up to a maximum payment of $600 per farmer, 
retroactive to January 1 on purchases docu- 
mented by invoices. 

Administration of the forage assistance pro- 
gram is through county or municipal agricultural 
service boards. Farmers buy grass seed through 
commercial suppliers and take the receipt or 


invoice to the service board for a refund. The 
county or municipality then bills the Department 
of Agriculture. Support is provided only for seed 
for forage or hay mixtures. 

Farmers may use their over-quota delivery 
privilege to deliver up to 400 bushels of grain 
for funds to buy seed, including forage. 


On the basis of an estimated 500,000 acres 
within the province converted to forage at a 
cost of $4 per acre, the total contributions made 
by the Alberta Department of Agriculture will 
be $1 million. oO 





New industrial development 
program aids smaller centres 


Industrial development assistance for smaller 
Alberta communities, particularly those which do 
not have their own industrial development co- 
ordinators, will soon be more readily available 
under a program being implemented by the Indus- 
trial Development Branch of the Alberta Depart- 
ment of Industry and Tourism. 

The program calls for the province to be 
divided into five major regions, each of which 
will be serviced by a provincial industrial develop- 
ment officer. Working and living in the region, 
the officer will be able to obtain a better under- 
standing and working knowledge of industrial 
development problems and to recommend courses 
of action to alleviate or eliminate them. Head- 
quarters for the five regions will be in Calgary, 
Medicine Hat, Lacombe, St. Paul and Peace 
River. 

Industrial development personnel will work 
with manufacturers in the smaller communities, 


offering assistance in a number of fields: market- 
ing, export potential, and recommendations as 
to the best type of industry for the region. Manu- 
facturers will be encouraged to expand and di- 
versify, community surveys will be undertaken 
to determine the industrial and other needs of 
the area; and fact-finding and site-location studies 
will be promoted. 

The local officer will bring to the attention 
of residents the services and assistance offered 
by the Industrial Development Branch and the 
Department of Industry and Tourism; act as a 
liaison between the Alberta Research Council 
and industry; and suggest applications of various 
aid programs of the federal government to local 
problems. Local industry will be notified of, and 
urged to participate in, province-wide missions. 

It is expected that the program will be com- 
pleted and in full operation in the fall of this 


year. fe] 


— OT 
WITHIN OUR BORDERS 





J ummertime > 


mM Alberta: 


A paradise of beauty 
and relaxation 


Alberta in the summertime is indeed a paradise for those who 
enjoy the magnificence of the outdoors; those who marvel at the 
majesty of rock rising thousands of feet overhead; those who thrill 
to the power and strength of water falling in great white streams; 
those who pause to reflect by the side of a calm lake, stirred only by 
softly sliding sailboats and a refreshing breeze, and those who love 
the freedom of being able to see for a hundred miles over a green, 
lush land to mountains bordering the plains. 





Alberta has the ideal vacation or sightseeing spots for all tastes: 
from the northern forest and lakeland to the stream-crossed foothills 
and mountains; from the vast plains to cities and towns of all sizes. 


More and more Albertans, as well as visitors from other province™) 
and countries, are discovering the joy of summertime in Alberta. 








